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Curios  and  Relics 

Furniture 

Lap  Desk 
Owned  by  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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LINCOLN'S  "LAPTOP" 

Robert  La  Bonte  of  La  Bonte  Woodworks,  New  Berlin,  Illinois,  made  a  meticulously  researched  replica  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  lap  desk  for  the  Papers  of  Abraham  Lincoln  this  sunmier.  The  lap  desk  or  box-desk 
is  a  handcrafted  replica  of  the  one  Lmcoln  used  while  traveling  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit  in  central  Illinois. 
The  rectangular  Honduran  mahogany  box  folds 
|open  on  hand-fabricated  brass  hinges  to  reveal  a 
12^2"  X  IP/4"  sheepskin  writing  surface.  The 
unfolded  desk  descends,  from  the  top  of  the  box  to 
the  base,  to  give  the  writing  surface  a  slight  incluie. 
Above  the  writing  surface  are  several 
compartments  to  hold  writing  implements  and  ink 
bottles.  One  compartment  has  a  removable  cover 
with  a  vegetable  ivory  knob  instead  of  the  ivory  one 
found  on  the  original.  Both  the  top  and  bottom 
halves  of  the  writing  surface  flip  up  to  reveal  still 
more  storage  space.  When  folded,  the  box  locks 
together  with  a  small  English-made  latch  and  key. 
The  top  of  the  box  bears  an  unmarked  brass 
nameplate  to  match  the  original.  The  fmish  includes  a  coat  of  shellac  and  an  outer  coat  of  durable  lacquer. 

Mr.  La  Bonte  created  this  replica  from  the  original  lap  desk  that  is  in  the  collections  of  the  Lincohi 
Home  National  Historic  Site.  The  Lincohi  Home  obtained  the  lap  desk  in  1953,  when  it  was  under  state 
administration,  from  a  descendant  of  Stephen  T.  Logan,  Lincohi' s  second  law  partner.  Lincohi  was  said  to  have 
used  the  lap  desk  when  he  traveled  the  cncuit  (1837-1860)  as  part  of  his  law  practice,  and  later,  Logan 
purchased  it  from  Lincohi. 
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The  project  acknowledges  with  deep  appreciation  the  generosity  of  J.  M.  Lloyd,  Robert  J.  Wyllie,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Douglas  L.  Wilson.  They  jom  Benjamin  Shapell  as  the  first  private  contributors  of  the  Papers  of 
Abraham  Lincohi.  Private  donations  are  important  to  the  success  of  the  project.  This  year,  mdividuals  who 
donate  $100  or  more  will  receive  a  copy  of  Judging  Lincoln:  The  Bench  in  Lincoln's  Illinois.  For  information 
about  the  booklet,  see  page  one  of  the  Lincoln  Legal  Briefs. 
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MEET  OUR  EDITORIAL  BOARD 

(Second  in  a  series) 

Dr.  Mary-Jo  Kline  is  the  American  History  Specialist  for  the  Brown  University 
Library  m  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  Dr.  Kline  received  her  Ph.D.  from  Columbia 
University.  She  has  edited  the  papers  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  was  one  of  the  editors  for 
two  volumes  of  the  Papers  of  John  Adams.  She  is  the  author  of  A  Guide  to 
Documentary  Editing  (Johns  Hopkins,  1987,  1998).  Dr.  Kline  is  the  current  president 
of  the  Association  for  Documentary  Editing. 

"An  edition  of  The  Papers  of  Abraham  Lincohi  that  meets  the  standards  of  modem 
scholarship  and  documentary  editing  is  long  overdue.  Surely  the  record  of  Lincohi's 
public  and  private  life  deserves  as  much  care  and  attention  as  that  of  Aaron  Burr.  And 

 ^  until  that  record  is  ftilly  revealed  by  such  a  comprehensive  project,  the  history  of 

American  politics  and  government,  race  relations  and  reform  movements,  and  even  our  national  literary 
heritage  are  the  poorer." — ^Mary-Jo  Klme 
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Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site 


http :  //www  .nps .  gov/W  story/museum/  exhibits/liho/exb/presi  dency/Lawy . 


Portable  Writing  Desk 

1840  -  1860 

Portable  writing  desk,  hinged  center,  writing  surface  covered  in  purple  silk,  several  compartments,  one 
Inolds  a  glass  inkwell. 

Mr.  Lincoln  traveled  a  multi-county  circuit  with  other  lawyers  and  judges  twice  a  year  to  handle  legal 
cases  in  areas  where  there  were  no  regular  courts.  He  took  this  lapdesk  with  him  in  a  saddlebag  to 
write  letters,  legal  briefs  or  political  speeches.  He  later  sold  the  desk  to  his  second  law  partner. 

Mahogany,  silk,  glass,  metal.  H  8,  L  42.16,  W  35.4  cm  (open) 
Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site,  LIHO  308 
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